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This Month: Halloween Safety 
 
 

Halloween Safety 
 
It’s getting cooler (finally!) and the lower temperatures often bring to mind a 

sense of upcoming fun.  The holiday season is just around the corner, but before you start 
singing carols and wrapping presents it’s time to scream your head off in scary movies 
and unwrap bowlfuls of candy.  Still, as much fun as Halloween can be for adults and 
kids, it can be equally frightening and dangerous for your pets.  Below are a few tips to 
help you and your favorite furry friend get through the upcoming nights of ghouls and 
goblins. 

Children wearing freakish costumes and screaming ‘trick-or-treat’ at the top of 
their lungs can trigger fear and/or territorial responses in animals, especially when it 
happens every few minutes over a period of only a couple hours.  Many animals will 
become agitated at the very least, while some will try to bite or run out of the door to get 
away from the happy little monsters.  Many of these animals end up being hit by cars or 
getting lost forever.  Cats tend to be more aloof than dogs, and less likely to bolt, but they 
can slink out an open door much easier than a big dog could.  If your animal is easily 
excitable, keep him in a room away from the door with his favorite toy and some 
soothing music for the night.  Also, be careful when taking the family dog out trick-or-
treating by keeping him on a shorter than normal leash and making sure that he doesn’t 
get overly excited or try to bite.  Be sure that all animals have their tags on them so if 
they do get out they can be easily found and returned home. 

Owners with pets who like to participate in the festivities should also be careful.  
Dressing up your pet with costumes can be fun, but it can also be dangerous for the 
animals.  Stay away from costumes that require rubber bands to stay put – they can be 
uncomfortable for your pet and if they are mistakenly left on can burrow into the 
animal’s skin or choke them.  Also be careful of costumes that they can trip in, get caught 
on or cannot see well in.  Masks are a bad idea, as are paints and dyes.  Most importantly, 
if your pet doesn’t want to wear the costume don’t make him! 

Decorations are another big concern at this time of the year.  Candles are popular 
in jack-o-lanterns and other decorations and can be easily tipped over or played with, and 
streamers or other such decorations can be eaten or get caught around the pet.  If your pet 
is interested in the candle flame put it someplace that it cannot be touched or knocked 
over.  Burnt paws, tails, whiskers, or carpeting do not make for a fun holiday. 

One concern that many people don’t consider around Halloween is the danger to 
your pets from pranksters.  Black cats are especially vulnerable and should be kept safe 
inside during the weeks surrounding Halloween and Devil’s Night.  Even young children 
could get excited at the site of a black cat and scream or try to grab it, making the cat 
nervous and causing it to bolt or bite. 
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If you pet makes it through the trick-or-treat hours safely there is still one more 
consideration for the Halloween holiday: sweets.  While cats are pickier about what they 
eat, dogs love sweet treats and will not hesitate to eat candy that wasn’t properly put 
away, wrappers and all.  While regular sugary candies can give pets a stomachache, 
chocolate can be downright deadly.  Cats, ferrets and small dogs are especially at risk 
because they can eat so much of it compared to their body weight in such a short amount 
of time.  Signs of chocolate poisoning include vomiting, restlessness, heart disturbances 
and seizures, which can be fatal without veterinary intervention.  Keep dog-appropriate 
snacks on hand for trick-or-treating dogs and keep all candy out of reach of all animals. 

 
Do: 

o Keep your pet away from the busy door. 
o Have doggy- or kitty-appropriate treats. 
o Keep candles and other decorations out of 

your pet’s reach. 
 

Don’t: 
o Let your pet outside without short leash. 
o Let your pet get into any candy, especially 

chocolate! 
o Put restricting costumes/paint on your pet. 

 
Seasonal Safety 

 Another concern at this time of the year is car fluids, especially anti-freeze.  With 
the cooler weather approaching, many people will be changing and topping off their anti-
freeze and other car fluids that contain anti-freeze with the toxic ingredient ethylene 
glycol.  Spills that are left on the ground are sweet smelling and good tasting to dogs, but 
very deadly.  Early signs of ethylene glycol poisoning may include stumbling or ‘acting 
drunk’.  Minutes to hours can make the difference between successful treatment and 
death, so if you think your dog has ingested any car fluids, call the vet immediately and 
let them know you are on your way! 
 
 
Success Story:  Tai and K-Dog! 
     Tai, an 18 month old shorthair cat, and K-
Dog, a 5 year old longhair cat, both presented 
at the FRAH for a blocked urinary tract.   For 
immediate relief, each cat had a urinary 
catheter placed and was started on antibiotics. 
 When diet, antibiotics, and anti-stress 
medications failed to keep both of the cats 
unblocked, Chris Hill, a board certified 
surgeon, performed a special procedure called 
a Perineal Urethrostomy to remove the 
urethra on both cats.  Male cats are prone to 
blockages in their urethra, because the 
opening is so thin and long.  Removing the 
urethra gave the urine a much more direct 
route (much like a female cat) to eliminate the 
chance of the cats getting blocked again.  
 Both cats are urinating easily and their 
owners report that they have more pleasant 
personalities not that they feel better. 

Dates, Upcoming News, Specials: 
 
October is National Animal Safety and Protection 
month, and Adopt a Shelter Dog Month. 
 
October 9-13th is National Vet Tech week!  Give the 
FRAH techs a pat on the back for all their hard work. 
 
Can’t get rid of those pesky fleas?  Try Capstar!  An 
easy-to-administer pill that works for 24 hours to kill 
all the adult fleas that bite your pet.  When used in 
combination with Frontline or Revolution, it can help 
you get the head-start you need to control the fleas. 
 
The FRAH Newsletter is now on the web!  
www.follyroadanimalhospital.com/newsletter.htm 
 
Rebecca, our front desk receptionist (and former 
newsletter author) would like to wish everyone a 
warm farewell, as she moves on to a new job as a 
laboratory technician working with radioisotopes.  Let 
her know if the Newsletter goes down in quality, and 
she promises to get on the new authors about it. 
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Pet Photo of the Month! 
 
 The newest section in the FRAH Monthly Newsletter, the Pet Photo of the Month, 
will feature one of our client’s pets every month.  If you would like to see your favorite 
furry friend featured, email a photo to Newsletter@follyroadanimalhospital.com 
 

This month’s pet photo: Pike and Gar Enzor! 
 

 


